Storm Jeopardizes
Building’s Survival
After Two Centuries

By SAM ROBERTS

The Inviakid known as 502 Canal
Street 15 nearly two conturkes odd,
which is practically antedihevian
for amything man-made in Man-
hattan. Fven before Hurricanse
Sandy swamped the neighbor-
lood, 502 Canal was visibly ail-

already

and defared by graffiti-semhbed
roll-up gates and a yellow poster
promoting & recent Pl Lesh
CONCErT

The: hurricant: fust mnde mat-
1S WOPSe,

Do Not Enter or Oecupy,” a
red sign dated Nov. 2 procinims
from the front door. A handwrit-
ten addendum corroborates the

listing monacingly townrd the
shdewalk. Perchud on the

crn border of TriBeCa, 502 Canal
is among nine downtoem proper-
ties “red-tggped” by the Build-
ings Dapartment as unsafe after
the storm.

1 an obilaary for this unpre-
passessing derelict seems pre-
mature, then call this a hingra-
phy. An inanimate building pul-
sates, after all, through its occu-

= Ihe succession of people
who owned it, who lived or
worked in it and whose origins
and careyrs mirrored the city's
metamarphosis.

Today, 502 Canal Stands va-
canl, bud whait distinguishes the
building, and makes it presenl
condition all thi more palgnant,
(8 that it wis home 10 a family
that prodisced five gencrations of
physdcians and pharmaciss, men
charged with preserving life. It

five other red-toggoed buildings
tn South Street depended on the
river that now threatens them.
Among them were M. Slavin &
Sons, the ish wholesaler, and an
aysterman, Michael Murray,
wilo, il wits réporbed in 1673 with-
out elaboration, entered his resi-
dence eating a pieoa of pineapple
and “when he reached his room
o fell dend™

The building wl 502 Canal sur-
vived an evolution in the area,
from the pastoral Lispenard
Meadows to the clegant St.

in the trinngle
bedone Canul Street.

Much of the land that brcame
TriBeCa was given to Trinity
Church in [0S
Britain, A portion was granted by
the ¢ty 1o Aathony Buigers, who
promised to drain the fetid Cal-
lect Pond (where the Criminal
Couris Building now stands).

The land was later leased to his
sonin-law, Leonand Lispenad,
e was inherited by his son, An-
thony, whis awned froe slaves,
The swampy Lispenard Menod-
owvs wiss famous for what a con-
temparary writer described as
=succulent grass, wikl berries,
cateaily, malaris and mosgis-
loes,™

By 1618, New York was hoom-
ing. bursthog its borders as its
Ome impedinent was an open
culvert that drained Collect Pond.
A canid following the path ol a
natural stream west to the Hud-
san River (at high tide, the

wats also designatod alandmark gy oyl be navigated by ci-
ZUE08 Ly tha iy s ?md‘ noe) and spanned mostly by
Ll g useperlibidit b t briciges was finally be-
tures 3
s Rk i RS e
gl Tom0e et s called Canal Street

Similarly, many ocenpants of “Vithat was an “' ive open
— ———  kennal which ermitted
‘:I‘I']' rBoom *~ disagrecable and perhaps no-

. ! {ous effluvia™ a Cornman Councl
News and —-ﬂ-;:%‘_a comniiltee concluded at the lime,
conatesa- 1 =wifll be made one of the handso-

tion from the ,mﬁ\ mast sireets in the eity™
five boroughs: Development was further
fytines. com/cityroom spurred as the street grid was

imposed north of Canal Street
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urricane Sandy aggravated pwslcnl problems of 502 Canﬂlsmr.ndemgnntad londimark.

R

= g b

The Hayunga family, which poduced generstions of doctors
and pharmacises, was linked Io‘_lilw-lldmg fram 1872 to 1966,

and Trinity began to sell its prog.  ilor; Daniel Sullivan, & waitor:
erties, The pounded 502 Canal - |Willilam B. Burns, a sher-
Sireet cormer was inherited by 1T Pairick 0°Shes, whoran a lig-
Alexnnder L. Stewart, Leonard 807 store; James Collins, 2 clgar-
Lizpanard's son-in-aw. In August Maker; and Frederick Pleiffer, a
1818, by one counl 1,959 struc- r, who lived there with his

fures were being built below ife, thres children and three

Spring Street, amang them a
By far, though, the Haunga

Flemish brick Federal-stybe dou-
il bulbding sl 502 Cusal, also midly bl the nngest contection

known ns 430 Greemwich Strest, the block. The flrst Hayunga
T first ocoupant was Jobn Y. v there dates from the

Smith, who manefactured and 191k century. Gearge A. Hiy-

dispensed cosmetic powders ., W was horn in Canada

wWas A surgeon in the Union
in the Civil War era, was

al 500 Canal as early as
By 1802, his son, Dr. George
Hayungn, was practicing al
wihibe livirg rext door with

trom a lirst-Ooor shop, He lived
above with his family. Among
others who lived or worked there,
according to Megan Smolenyak.
a pelogist, wene Dandel G.
Kahrs, a grocer; Robert Burns, a

his wili, trew children, a brother,
@ eoixin nnd n servant,

The Hayungas baught the
building in 1920 nnd oamed it far
nearly 30 vears, Dr, George k-
Hayungn, who hécame a founder
of Lutheran Hospital farther up-
Lo “for eare and relief of ) and
indigent poor,” died in 1938, After
hig s0n Geerge Ir's widow dicd a
dicade later, the tamily sold Lbe
building.

George E. Hoyunga 100, a
(ourth-generation doctor, con-
cerned that MNew York hid be-
eame a cold war langel emigrated
to Australia in 1972,

Helen Hayunga, his daughivr
andalnwyer mmrauu.wwdly
d last week an i
during the Depression, when ber
great-grandfather made house

calls often without charge,

~Una I, OF @ Mercy mis-
i, W, ulune, hee was sét
upan by some young men and
beaten up quite badly” Ms. Hay-
urgn sadd, “As the slory goes, the
young men thought be was a rent
colleciorn. While in the hospital, he
was visited by *The Godlather!
“He was furious s what had hap-
pened in his nefghborhood, apolo-
gized to my great-grandfsther
and said something o rhe sffect
of “thing i The young men,
uebering ahour five, handed
ihemasetves in to the police the
mext day”

Profiling the wife of o long-
shoreman for Cosmogoitan in
1954, Budd Schulberg, wrote that
“the doctor Hayunga is a house-

AT

Tracing a landmark’s
history from Queen
Anne of Britain to a
‘Do Not Enter’ sign.

Thald metitution throughout the
nreighhorhood™ who provided
free cire for poor families and
wihese father, over 50 vears, “is
said to e delivered ot least T0
lnmnmcfnuﬂ:cmiumﬂus
section”

“Adnt o pedphi down here
wold be dédd without ‘em,” Hel-
&n Mullins, Lhe longshoreman's
wile, was quoted as saying.

Geraldine Seylaz, 72, who was
raised at 502 Canal, interrupted
hurricane repairs 1o her summer
homea in MNew last week io
recall life there in the 19405, Her
Tather was a longshoreman; her
mother worked across i sirect
for Tetley Tea. She remembered
the pass-lreugh the family built
to her grandmother's apartment
wexd door, and Dr, Hayunga and
hi= phnrmacist brother, and the
reot bill in 1950: $62.50 & month

“It was net A classy plice” she
=i, "The bathroom was in the
hail®

Avcording to First Aumerican
Tidle Insurance, the Hayungs
Farnily, 8% Alcan Holding Corpa-
ny, deeded the building in 1966 1
Desbrosses Ga
o company connecied Lo the
hﬂl!famﬂj',whthumfedh
albong with S04 and 506 Canal, 1o
Pante Edquities in 1990,

The basilding sppears to have
been boughl for over $3 million in
2003 by apother owner connected
to the Ponte family, which is alsn
uffilinted with the restaurant, F.
TIE Ponte, around the corner {a
yellow sign an the second floor of
502 Canid beckans prospective
dincrs thare).

Today the site’s most Jucrative
[eavtiure mighe e n roolLop bll-
board. But residentinl progpects -
in the neighborhuod have im-
proved (4 two-bedroam, one-balh
Apartnent in a six-story building
next door is andvertised ar
52 million) and the owners say '
they srill hope to salvage the -~
butilding and begin reviving it as
Soon as this week,

“It's a handsome 184-year-uid
landmurk that is down on #ts
luck” smid John M. Wiiss, the
deputy counsel of the Landmarks
Preservalion Commission, "but
with some work we should be

able to celebeate its 200th birth-
day”



