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Get Smart with GenSmarts

Megan Smolenyak reviews a new software package that acts as a silent research partner.

I CONFESS THAT I'm a new toy
addict, especially when it comes to
genealogy. Whenever a new con-
traption or piece of software is
introduced, I'm usually one of the
first in line. I pay a price for this
impulsive streak because the reali-

on to conventional genealogical
software (e.g., Legacy Family Tree,
RootsMagic, Family Tree Maker,
etc.). Analyzing data in the files
you already have, GenSmarts pro-
duces a to-do list of research sug-
gestions, customized for the

cally use in our research:

Direct Ancestors — you can
select a central person (most likely
yourself) and the software will
detect and mark all direct-line
ancestors with a star

Awatlable Online/Available Free

ty of the products

’ - T St berien 1083 Svrerne ST
doesn’t always live up EE===EE

to my expectations,
but every once in a

while, my spontaneity

is rewarded — and
this is one of those
Hmes.

When I first
learned of GenSmarts,
I quickly downloaded
a free, trial version
(available at
www.gensmarts.con)
and started experi-
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Online — for every

= research suggestion,

GenSmarts uses a tiny

| red mouse to show if

the data can be found
online, and a green
mouse if it's free.

Fills Missing Data
— a smiley face marks
those recommenda-
tions that have the
potential to lead to
data (perhaps a birth
date or parents’
names) that has elud-

menting with it. It '
didn’t take me long to
realize that this was
something truly fresh

Beas 0 Sncpeheids Tobeges
Soumdes Coder RIS
At v Spa f Trage

ed you so far.
Found/Not

Found/Plan o Search —

* | you have the option of

and long overdue —a

identi fying each

genealogical software
package designed to
serve as your silent
research partner. For a
beginner, it essentally provides a
24-hour coach, and for the more
experienced, it furnishes an extra
pair of eyes. Within minutes, I was
so enamored that I invested 524.95
US to download the full version.

What It Is

Over the years, many of us have
bemoaned the fact that no one had
ever troubled to apply artificial
intelligence to genealogy. With
such a heavily pmnounced “if this,
then that” aspect to our research, it
seemed a natural fit —but also a
daunting one. Based on just the
fundamental variables of time and
location, there are countless paths
our research can take, so how
could one tool help steer all of us?
Fortunately, Aaron Underwood
managed to crack the code.

An avid researcher since child-
hood visits to his grandmother
sparked his interest, Underwood
developed GenSmarts as an add-
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O the GenSmarts To Do List screen, the icons next to the highlighted
suggestion indicate that it's searchable free online, fills a data gap

and has been found.

specifics of your family tree. And
for each suggestion, it includes a
window of additional information,
such as where it can be found,
microfilm and book titles and call
numbers, and how your family’s
data might be expected to appear
in the resource.

At first glance, the to-do list
can be overwhelming, but you can
tweak it a number of ways to suit
your needs. For instance, you can
direct the software to sort the list
by Research Priority, Surname,
Date or Geography. And you can
use a combination of icons —
some assigned by the software
and some designated by you — to
filter the list any way you'd like.

Selection Criteria Icons

It’s worth focusing on these icons
a bit because they are the root of
much of the power of GenSmarts.
These icons represent an assort-
ment of selection criteria we typi-

research ;»uocreshon as
one of these three,
which are then shown
as a check mark, an X
or an empty box, respectively.

vailable at Research Locations
Selected Below — a dropdown
menu of research locations (which
is frequently supplemented)
allows vou to select just recom-
mendations pertaining to a partic-
ular website or facility.

The real magic comes from all
the possible combinations of these
criteria. Ready to settle in for a late
night surfing session? A useful
starting point might be Direct
Ancestors/Fills Missing
Data/Available Online, sorted by
Research Priority. And here’s a fea-
ture \rou re going to like: if an item
is available online, you can simply
double click it within GenSmarts.
Doing so will take vou to the
appropriate site and perform the
search for you, even entering the
relevant data. Inciden tally, if you
have one or more online subserip-
tions, you can alert the software to
this fact so it will conduct auto-



matic searches in these
resources as well.

Want to focus on just
the 1880 census or only
records pertaining to
New Jersey? Select
Available Online sorted
by Date or Geography
and you're on your way.
Perhaps you've decided
to really “work” the Ellis
Island database by
unearthing every possi-
ble immigrant relative
who came through its
halls. Use the Available
at Research Locations

Selected Below option t0 4 chronology and list of relevant research suggestions can also

narrow the field to the
Ellisisland.org website

SHS MM e o Mg Do B

== before printing), homing

=33

-| in on possible land
records at the FHL for

Chronoiogy
Fiace Diater Event
Cromiagagh, Doagh Fe=un, CoAS ZF-JANIERS be was tom

Pemon fockes Co. Hes Y 1AM 1552
Fiarmort, Rockisnd To Hew V-0CT-H53
Jersey Oy, Hedson Co., How JE-DEC-1957
Jssas iy, Motion Co_ Nees JAST. 1870

Jerser Ciy. Haton o _ dw JIE-55-1571

Jer=sy Cify. HosSson Co, M JJAN-1378
Jesiy Ty Fhesen Co | New S0 MSR-15TR
Jersey Ty Haskon To , New J AR~ 13590
Jersey Gy, Foes To . Misw J4-0CT-T082
Seminy Tty Fruringe Co, Maw J2FES-1508
Jersey Sy, Hoosan Co, Hew S2IMMAS- 1005
Jarpew Tty Heeten Co  How J10FES-1008

Tis o, Malnce Heloan [250] was o=
his. creld, Darset bisligon (4585] =3 boon
tis spouse, Marpaest Ware (T1L ded
e mos e

s i, Jobe & Heligen (50 wes Bom
s ohid, Joseph Faaloen §504] e tom
tre 6, ST MSgan (205) Sed

s okt Jossph Melpan 1034] o=d

e chitd, Labss Meligeen S0I] b

big chid, Dows Meligen 5] ded

s spovse, Jane Smin [237]. ded

b chad

one of my ancestors.
You'll be impressed with
the array of printing
options that permit you
to determine just how
much or how little infor-
mation you want to take
along with you. I decided
to go with “the works” —

Relrvaes Recssredt Staggesfions

what GenSmarts calls

Hastson MU Coonty Lans Trnsertors
Hemy Saflisls Vaaton

T P Cemsos Srarches. Mot Frand)
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Research Pack.
- The report gave me a
. list of relevant FHL
__ microfilm numbers and a

and sort by Research Priority.

Now you've got a target list to
click your way through. The possi-

bilities are endless and simply

be included in your road trip prep sheets.

Road Trips

If you're planning a jaunt to the

Family History Library (FHL) in

Salt Lake City (or any of a grow-

playing with the various combina-
tions may cause you to look at
your data a different way, spot an
under-researched branch or alert
you to new or underutilized

ing number of other repositories),
you'll want to create specialized
to-do lists to help maximize your
productivity. For instance, I gener-
ated a to-do list (which can

resources.

always be previewed on screen

worksheet for entering
any data collected. It also
presented the basic data
of my ancestor’s life, as well as
details about his wife and chil-
dren. But that's not all. It also
gave me a chronology (with
places included) of life events, the
Soundex code for and likely mis-
spellings of his name, and a list of
relevant research suggestions
including indications of which
ones had already been searched

Back Home Again in Indiana

...you’ll find your roots

Indiana Genealogical Society

P.O. Box 10507, Dept. R

Fort Wayne, IN 46852-0507

Individual Membership °20, Family °25

Includes bimonthly newsletter, quarterly. free queries,
discount on IGS publimrions and at annual spring conference.

Visit the IGS home page at www.IndGenSoc.org
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this for one |__we | or who
ancestor, but might be
I could have Using the Research Pack printing option searching
just as easily produces a report that includes relevant on the fly
done it for microfilm numbers and a worksheet for _ during a
evervone in entering any data found during a research trip. respanch
my database trip. And

or just those research suggestions
I had marked as Plan to Search. In
short, you can fashion these
handy reports any way you'd like
to make sure you get the most out
of your next field trip.

What's New and What's Next?
Those of you who spotted
GenSmarts early might wonder
what new functionality the soft-
ware has added. Not surprisingly,
much of it has to do with an ever-
growing collection of records and
research locations. The software
launched with many of the stan-
dards that you would expect —
Ancestry.com, Family History
Library, Ellisisland.org, etc. — but
has been steadily addmg to the
mix, both in terms of the number
of locations included and the
amount of their content that's
incorporated. And with the com-
pany now starting to attend
major genealogical conventions,
it’s reasonable to assume that
more sources and repositories
will appear in coming months. Of
particular emphasis of late has
been an extension of GenSmart’s
geographic coverage to Australia,
Canada, England, Ireland, New
Zealand, Scotland and Wales. All
of which means that this already
powerful tool will become even
more valuable, and ultimately
result in “I hadn’t thought of
that!” moments for even the
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other bells and whistles, such as a
Query tab, have been added to
the software. Better yet, the com-
pany recently announced that it
plans to introduce two new
genealogically related products
this year, and I, for one, can’t wait
to see what this innovative firm
has up its sleeve.

It Delivers

GenSmarts lives up to its name; it
really is smart. It's also an amiable
research companion that’s con-
stantly adding to its repertoire.
Just as you run out of ideas, it will
offer up some new ones — with
no smug looks! If you're new to
genealogy, GenSmarts will give
you a running start and save you
innumerable hours in your quest
for roots. Those of you who have
been at it for a while know that
the first time it turns up an unex-
pected or overlooked resource, it
will have more than paid for
itself. I suspect that GenSmarts
will quickly become one of those
tools we wonder how we ever
lived without.

Megan Smolenyak Smolenyak, author
of Honoring Qur Ancestors:
Inspiring Stories of the Quest for
Our Roots, In Search of Our
Ancestors and They Came to
America: Finding Your Immigrant
Ancestors, can be reached through
www.honeringourancestors.com. E
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