WHAT HAVE CHARLIE NELLIGAN AND BARACK OBAMA GOT IN COMMON?

DONAL NOLAN

A LETTER that lay hidden dor
almost 30 years brought Kerry
footballing great Charlie Melligan
wgether with the American
woman who traced President
Cihamas family higtory = a deseen-
dant of Duagh and Hkely a cousin
of the famous haker.

In a story that stunned genealo-
EEs m thee LS this week, historan
Megan Smolenyvak wrote of how
she recelved a response in recent
weeks 1o a letter she sent way back
in 1is42

The article appeared on the
hugely-popular US websive The
Hudington Post and capiured the
imagination of tens of thousands
of genealogy buffs across ghe
world. [t's belng seen as the perfiect
llustration of the whole ethos
behind The Gathering.

In it, Megan explained how she
wrode 10 Castleisland baker Daniel
Nelligan a8 a voung woman
attempung to find out mone aboug
her great-great-grandmaother Ellen
Melligan from Eerry. However, the
letter lay hidden in a drawer for
decades and was only discovered

A letter from
America - gets a
reply 29 years on!

by Danicls son Charlie in recent
weeks,

Charlie - who is big into genealo-
g himseli and one of the organis-
ers of the Bast kerry Hoots Festival
- finally responded to Megan and
et ot how he discovered her
great-great-grandmaother Ellen
Nelligan's origins in Duagh!

“It’s fairly amazing.” Charlic said.
“mhes o verny famous gensalogist in
the LS, the woman who discovensd
Rarack Obama’= Irish roots and
she works on their TV version of
Who Do You Think You Are®

“Megan wrote to my  father
Daniel in 1984 looking toe find out
meore about her great-great grand-
mather Ellen, but her lecer lay
hidden in a tin boX for years, My
brother TJ gave me the box recent-
lv as he thought there might be
comething of interest in it for the
East Kerry Roots Festival!®

Happily for the Koots festival -
which takes place in July - it has
connected them with one of Amer-
bea's  leading  genealogists, a
woman who was officially recog-
nised by President Obama for her
work on his family troe.

It also tamed out that Megan

had visived the Castleisland bakery
of her ancestral name during a
vigit ten yvears ago and saved some
of their colouriul sliced pan wrap-
ing!

Best of all, Charlie was finally
able to provide Megan with some
information akout her antecedent
whax, it transpires, was bom in
Daagh on June 1, 1532, 1o Maurice
MiElligan and Catherine Curtin,

The pair might now be related, <1
suppose I'd be Nke my father, as he
always entertained ‘cousins’ from
the Swates who would make contact
with him coming thmough Castleis-
Tl osver thee vears 1°d be the same
in entertaining our visiors, and 've
apent & hot of time i the praveyand
with them over the years!

“It's an amaring way to estah-
lish connections as my daughter
stayed in Los Angeles last year
with a family of cousins we first
met when they came here lonk-
ing up their noots,”

Charlie has mow invited Megan
i &tay in his home in what the
US genealogist described as the
madel of Irish hospitality in a
picoe that will be read by s0 many
in thiz vear of The Gathering,.
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m Charfii Nellsgan with 20-year-old [eimer semt 1o
Charie's late faiber in 1984 by Megan Smolesyak
Iroen the Unived S1ates enguiring about tamily links.
Mz, Smolemyak - who is @ famous gemealogist in the
U5, having traced Barack Obama’s Lamily tree -
received a reply from Charlie last month

LEFT; Megan Smolesyak with President Barack Obama
al Colleqe Gréen in Dublin, lreland, May 23, 2011, dunig
his wisit m%ulanﬂ. Official White House pholo by Pele Souz



